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The fifth graders at Embassy Creek
Elementary in Cooper City (Broward
County) are serious about the environment
and social action,
and annually
conduct fundraisers
to put their money
where their hearts
and minds are.

This year, one-
hundred and fifty-
five students
researched non-
profit organizations
around the globe
and then crafted
persuasive  essays
to convince their

Medical and Research Foundation under
the social service category, in response to
Li bbby ABl ueo
work.

FBC Board
members Sarah and
Bill Kern attended
the ceremony on
behalf of the

were so impressed

groups

classmates that their
choice was a worthy beneficiary of all their
hard work.

Antonio Juncosabfs
bats was voted #1 in the environmental
category. Thanks to his support, Embassy
Creek presented FBC with a donation of
$1,500. In addition to FBC, the fifth graders
also presented a donation to the African

the state
chose Spring service projects to help
preserve bats and bat habitats this yeard
this edition of the Night Flyer spotlights

e s sewgral ogydmizatians wkol have icathpldiesl

bat house installations and educational
programs in their communities.

Thanks to everyone who is helping get the
word out about Fl ori

Bat roosts should not be disturbed between AgriALgust 15.
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with  what these
young people have
accompli shed!
Sarah.
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NEW WILD ALORIDA SERIEINOW SHOWING ON PUBLIC TELEVISION

The first Episode of the new Wild Florida series developed by PBS television is about
Florida bats, and includes Conservancy President, George Marks, describing how the
Conservancy conducts surveys by eavesdropping on bat sonar. Cyndi Marks introduces
viewers to native Florida bats and talks about bat conservation. The episode also
includes Ken Glover providing a tour of the University of Florida bat house and ends with
the evening emergence of thousands of bats. Deborah Cottrell, DVM takes the viewers to
a sinkhole near Gainesville that is also home to thousands of bats, finds an injured bat,
and performs some actual bat rehabilitation on camera. Check your local PBS listings for
showings.
Be sure to visit the Wild Florida website page on bats:
wildflorida.tv/bats

View the video titled, AHow to build a b
Watch as FBC volunteer, George Fenner, shares his techniques on how to construct a
quality bat house. The plans for the bat house shown are on the FBC website:
floridabats.org/ImagesBHs/Bat_House_Plans

at

AH.ORIDA BATSBID FAREWELLTO
RETIRING BOARD M EMBER

FBC extends its warmest thanks for a job
we l | done to Aretiri
Thomas, who first became involved with
FBC in 1996. At that time, she was planning
an exhibit on bats for the Florida Adventure
Museum in Punta Gorda. She later became
Assistant Director of the Imaginarium Hands-
On Museum in Ft. Myers. Currently she
serves as Executive Director of the Charlotte
Local Education Foundation and is a

program coordinator for the statewide Take

Stock in Children program. She also

Tish Thomas receives a Thank You from FBC p
George Marks featuring photos by Ralph Arwi

devotes many hours working with Habitat
for Humanity.

Tish applied her vast experience working with non-profit organizations to her board tenure,
especially in funding strategies and educational programming. She has been a great asset
for FBC, and we wish her the best in all of her future endeavors.

REMINDER. BAT MATERNITY SEASONAPRIL1SA AuGuUST15

Exclusion is the only method of successfully removing a bat colony permanently from a house or
other structure. Done in the right time of year, a proper exclusion insures no bats are trapped inside to
perish. However, exclusions performed during the maternity season will result in the death of young
bats. FBC continues to work with governmental agencies to gain better protection for bat colonies
during the maternity season by pressing for regulations that would prevent disturbances or exclusions
during this time. While it may be difficult to convince a homeowner to allow the bats to remain until
after the maternity season, it is actually the best choice for both bats and people.
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SARASOTACOUNTY 4-H CLUB BUILDSFOR BATS

Members of the Sarasota County 4H club 'Reef Rovers'
recently installed several bat houses, which they are
donating to various public parks, preserves, schools and
community centers throughout Sarasota and Manatee
counties. The objective of their Bat Buddies program is to
provide an alternative habitat for bats, as well as increase
public awareness about the ecological value of these native
mammals.

While the Reef Rovers have participated in a variety of
marine biology and conservation programs, including beach
cleanups, native plantings and storm drain markings, "They
were eager to get involved with something wildlife-oriented,"
Reef Rovers 4H Club  club leader Deborah Chapman explains.
The Bat Buddies project is funded by a grant from the Sarasota Bay Estuary Program
(sarasotabay.org). While some of the bat houses were purchased from conservation
groups, the students built, stained and caulked many of the bat houses themselves. The
Reef Rovers installed bat houses at Pocono Trail in Nokomis, Crowley Museum in
Manatee County, Twin Lakes Park and Longwood Run Park in Sarasota.

Pine View School in Osprey also received a bat house from the Reef Rovers. "We've had
a bat infestation in several of our buildings and this will provide a wonderful alternative to
keep them on campus, but keep them away from our school buildings and our students,"
environmental science teacher Wallace 'Spike' Black explains.

In addition to offering these alternative habitats, the club wants to help dispel myths about
bats with a presentation they are planning to offer to schools and other organizations in
the area. "My hope for the project is that we're able

to reach out to people, kids in particular. One

person CAN make a difference," club president

Samantha Gillen, 17, says.

FBC presented its bat education program to the
Reef Rovers in November 2006.

Amanda Capps painting bat house Reef Rovers hard at work

Bat Facts
The genusasiurugs
unigue because females
give birtto up to four pups
at a timeln Florida, we
have fourasiuruspecies:
Hoary, Yellow, Seminole
and Red.

Since June, FBC has
successfully cared for a
mother Yellow bat and
three pups which were
displaced by a wind stor
in Sarasota County. The
mother and the three mal
pups will be placed near
their original roost later th
month. Thanks to everyomi
who helps support this
important work!



