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A study conducted by the 

Florida Bat Conservancy 

to determine the status of 

the Florida bonneted bat 

(Eumops f lor idanus) 

following the hurricane 

season of 2004 was 

completed in October 

2007.  The final report 

was  s u bm i t t ed  in 

February  

 

The study was funded 

through a grant from the 

U.S. Fish & Wildlife 

Service (USFWS) and 

included 50 nights of 

survey in 45 different 

areas of south Florida.  

 

Survey work was conducted using 

acoustical monitoring equipment in 

conjunction with computer software to 

record the echolocation calls of bats.  The 

computer files were then analyzed and the 

species of bats foraging in the area 

identified. This approach of ñeavesdroppingò 

on the echolocation calls of bats enables us 

to determine the species of bats present 

without disturbing them, or interfering with 

their normal behaviors.  It also enables 

researchers to determine all species of bats 

foraging within the area. 

The survey revealed that the Florida 

bonneted bat exists within a very small 

range extending from just south of Punta 

Gorda to Homestead.   The species was not 

found north of Coral Gables on the east 

coast of Florida, nor was it found in the 

interior portions of the state.    Only a few 

calls were recorded in the Coral Gables 

area, which previously had been considered 

a stronghold of the species.  No calls were 

recorded in the Everglades region of the 

range so it is not known if the species is 

present in this habitat.  
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FBC COMPLETES BONNETED BAT STUDY :  

SURVEYS INDICATE A LOW ABUNDANCE AND LIMITED RANGE 

Florida bonneted bat (Eumops floridanus)                                                  
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