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On August 8th I was able to 
witness one of the most spec-
tacular bat sites in the United 
States. The famous Bracken 
Cave, owned by Bat Conser-
vation International, is located 
just outside of San Antonio, 
Texas and is home to the larg-
est colony of bats in the world. 
On average, the cave holds  
22 million Mexican free-tailed 
bats (Tadarida braziliensis). At 
the time I was there, however, there were an estimated 35 million bats due to the 
birth of new pups. The bats began emerging before 6 PM and the emergence 
lasted until well after 9 PM.  
 

It was absolutely amazing to see millions of bats flying at once! It was mind bog-
gling to think of how many individuals I was watching fly out of the cave. At times 
the bats would be flying as close as ten feet above my head. I could hear the 
crackling noise of their wings flapping as they passed by and the high pitched 
chirps of their roost chatter. I like to think they were saying hello as they flew by! 

 
As they flew out of the cave, they circled around in a 
tornado like vortex for a while before flying off in a thick 
stream behind the cave. They would then disperse to 
forage for insects for the night. Because there are so 
many bats in one area, the bats have a long feeding 
range so they can find enough insects for the night. 
The bats will catch the jet stream which will carry them 
over 100 miles to their feeding grounds.  
 

Bracken Cave is an amazing example of how dedica-
tion and vision from bat enthusiasts can protect natural 
habitats for bats and allow for the enjoyment of bat 
watching for generations to come. For more information 
about Bracken Cave, check out BCIôs website: 
www.batcon.org.  I encourage everyone to experience 
this amazing natural phenomenon! 

 

The Amazing Bracken Cave Bat Emergence  
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October 3 : Bat Program at Temple Terrace Public Library.  2:30 PM;  202 East 
Bullard Parkway, Temple Terrace; Phone: 813-506-6770 Registration required. 
 
October 3 : Hummingbird Festival .  9:00-4:00;  Visit our bat booth! Pioneer 
Florida Museum, 15602 Pioneer Museum Road, Dade City; Phone: 352-567-0262. 
 
October 7: Bat program at Tarpon Springs Public Library. 7:00 PM;  138 East 
Lemon Street, Tarpon Springs  Phone: 727-943-4922. 
.  
October 9:   Heart of Darkness Gothic Clubôs fundraising event for the Florida 
Bat Conservancy. 10:00PMð2:00AM  Location:  The ñAtticò, just above the 
ñVenueò  232 West University Avenue, Gainesville.  Admission $5.00.  Must be 
over 18. ID required.  For info visit: www.heartofdarkness.com  
 
October 10:   Lubee Bat Fest. 10:30-3:30; 1309 NW 192nd Avenue, Gainesville, 
Visit: www.lubee.org 
 

October 17:   Creepy Creature Feature, Hobe Sound Nature Center. 6:30ï 8:30 

PM; 13640 S.E. Federal Highway (U.S. 1). An evening of fun and educational 

activities!  FBC will present a bat program during the event. 

October 24:   Bat Program at Dunedin Community Center. 10:30 AM;  
1929 Pinehurst Road, Phone: 727-812-4530.  
  

For more information on any program, you may also call FBC: 727-710-2287 
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On August 16, 2009 two sets of roosting crevices added underneath the University 
of Florida bat house collapsed.  Unfortunately, some media releases implied, and 
consequently rumors spread, that the entire UF bat house had collapsed.  Actually, 
the bat house is still standing and the colony is still residing within it.  Regrettably, 
some bats were injured and killed during the collapse. The modules, containing 
partitions spaced ¾ inches apart, were installed in 2005 and 2006 to provide addi-
tional roosting surfaces for the colony until a new bat house could be built.  The old 
roosting surfaces had grown worn with time and young bats were falling out during 
the maternity season.  The collapse of the modules brings the issue to a head, and 
the time has come to build a replacement bat house.   
 
Fund raising is under way and the 
Lubee Bat Conservancy has agreed 
to collect the donations for its re-
placement.  If you would like to make 
a contribution, please designate it for 
the UF Bat House Project and mail it 
to the Lubee Bat Conservancy, 1309 
NW 192nd Ave., Gainesville, FL 
32609, or you can donate through 
their website: www.lubee.org.       
The UF bats will be happy you did! 

UF Bat House Update  


