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OM THE FLORIDA BAT CONSERVANCY

GREAT NEwS' FLORIDA BONNETED BAT RECEIVES

CANDIDATE SPECIESSTATUS

By Francine Prager
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services (USFWS) announced Nov. 6th that they have listed tt
Florida bonneted bat as a candidate species. This means it is now being considered for clas
sification by the Federal Government Bisreatened or EndangeredVhile being placed on
this list does not provide angpecial protectiorunder the law, conservation efforts are en-
couraged, and funding will be
made available for further study of
the species. USFWS staff said that
being able to get the species listed
was largely due to the survey work
02y RdzOGSR o0& C./ Qa
George Marks.
| Eumops floridanugs Florida's larg-
est bat. Commonly referred to as
the Florida bonneted batit has a
wingspan of betweenl9 and 21
inches, with fur ranging from dark
gray to brownish gray and large

: ears that slant forward over its
Photo by Ralph Arwood eyes, giving it's charming face a
bonneted appearance.
The species was listed as Endangered by the State of Florida some time ago, but the USFV
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(Eumops glaucings In 2004, it was reclassified as a unique species based on the research
of Bob Timmand Hugh GenowaysThe new species is only found in South Florida. It had
always been considered a rare bat but the survey work conducted by the Marks over the
past three years has confirmed how truly rare the species is. In fact, some estimates are
that the entire population may only consist of a few hundred individuals.
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We thank the Marks for their hours of volunteer work conducting the surveys. These dedi-
cated people go out into the forests and swamps of Florida at night, battle mosquitoes and
watch out for snakes and alligators, setting up electronic equipment to record bat echolo-
cation calls. From the calls, they identify the species in the area and document their find-
ings in technical reports to state and federal agencies. It is ad¢mnsuming task, but the
Marks feel that getting the Florida bonneted bat on the candidate listing has made it all
worthwhile.
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FWC Constructs Two Large Bat Houses

Board of Directors | As you drive-F'5 between Punta Gorda and North Fi

Myers, you will be able to see some great views

President / Treasurer i B

natural Florida right from the comfort of your auto A e
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edge of the Babcock Webb Wildlife Managemer & * g
Vice President Area (WMA). The main entrance to the WMA is Gl g i
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home to an estimated two thousand Brazilian free A bl
tailed bats, but in the near future it will be necessary i

Secretary to exclude them from the bridge for an upcomingFWC employees Josh Birchfield and
Polly Kimball road widening project. Cason Pope at Babcock Webb WMA
The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commis-
Directors sion (FWC), Florida Bat Conservancy, and others have
been concerned about where these bats will go when
Ken Arrison the exclusion takes place. The FWC has bgwnac-
tive advocate of bat conservation and added a num-
Nancy Douglass ber of single chambered and triple chambered bat
Sarah Kern houses in the WMA to support the bat populations.
They have now built an 8 foot by 8 foot community
Cyndi Marks bat house based on plans developed by the Florida

Bat Conservancy to provide alternate roosting habitat

Mary Angela Strain » i X )
for the Brazilian fredailed bats in the bridge.

) The roosting crevices viewed from
Scientific Advisor: The bat house was completed in May 2009 and we below the bat house.
are waiting for the bats to find it. They may like their
Jeff Gore bridge digs better for now, but hopefully when the

exclusion takes place they will know the new bat
house is there and adopt it as home. There is plent
of room! The new bat house can accommodate ar

Executive Director:

Cyndi Marks i
estimated 40,000 bats.
Editor: If you would like to see the bat house just take Exit
Mary Angela Strain Mpy 2yi2 ¢dz0]1 SNR& DNJI RS« 123
Contact us: ffenc%d are:i just, to 'Ehe e_ast 9f the Inter/.stateA and is A
P.O. Box 516 SraAate OAaAotS 2y UKS Yy
Bay Pines, FL 33744 A second bat house was constructed at Hickory Ha
72771062287 mock WMA along the Istoktpoga Canal which rung
Floridabats@aol.com between the Kissimmee River and Lake Istoktpogd
This should be a great location for a bat house! Hickg / ,
www.floridabats.org ory Hammock WMA is located on Highway 98 be/ st

tween the towns of Lorida and Ft. Basinger. Ml
Hickory Hammock WMA bat hou

under construction
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